physicians is increased or the number of nonphysician providers is greatly augmented but the US health workforce remains attached to market forces, then history teaches that costs will continue to rise, and the quality of care will suffer because of the presence, and potentially baleful influence, of financial incentives.
The book is replete with comments about the marriage of the American health system with 'managed care', and how this union may affect workforce-related issues. The mantra of managed care is cost containment. But the union of America's health system with managed care, at least from a cost-containment perspective, is likely to prove disappointing because managed care broadly represents efforts by third parties to control costs by regulating the delivery of healthcare, and does not effectiwly sever the health system from market-based forces. Ifthe USA implemented a single-payer health system, then cost shifting would be extirpated. Cost shifting may persist with managed care, however, if managed-care entities choose to enrol only healthy persons. Some commentators assume, or hope, that managed care plans will lower costs by competing with one another. Others fear that such providers may collude to increase prices. As long as overall health costs in the US remain as high as they are, the workforce will continue to be in an unsettled state.
This book contains timely information of scholarly value. It will appeal most to readers who already possess a solid base of knowledge regarding Amcrrcan health economics and politics. Autism was first described hy Leo Kanner in 1943 when he wrote of a group of children 'whose condition differed so markedly and uniquely from anything reported so far, and each case merits ...a detailed consideration of its fascinating peculiarities'. These were the children he described as having 'inborn autistic disturbances of affective contact'; in other words, autistic children. Kanner's early papers illustrate the way in which detailed clinical observations can disclose a hitherto unrecognized pattern and so force a change in diagnostic concept. His clinical descriptions made it possible for systematic study to hegin. At first, interest was focused primarily on the typical autistic syndrome as described hy Kanner. Epidemiological studies showed that this syndrome was uncommon, occurring in some two to four per 10 000, and had a poor prognosis. Since then, we have learned that there is a spectrum of disorders that is much wider than Kanner's syndrome. All of them have in common distinctive ahnormalities of social interaction and communication, hut they differ in the extent to which there is impairment of general intdligcnce or speech.
The first version of The Autistic Spectrum was puhlished in 1970, as a guide for parents of autistic children. Lorna Wing has now rewritten the hook to reflect the substantial changes that have occurred in our knowledge about this group of conditions together with improvements in treatment. In part one, the behaviour of children with autistic spectrum disorders is described, and the epidemiology and causes of autism are reviewed. In part two, which accounts for the bulk of the book, Wing describes the best ways of helping children with autism and their parents reducing inappropriate behaviour, teaching basic skills, improving communication, and maximizing potential. The hook concludes with comprehensive reviews on the role of professional workers, and of the various services that are available to both children and adults with autism. This hook will he an invaluable source of information for parents of children with autism. It is well written ami offers sound advice on many of the day-to-day problems that these parents experience. The hook is also an invaluable source of information for professional groups, including doctors, teachers and speech therapists. Strongly recommended.
R C Harrington
Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. Royal Manchester Chlldren's Hospital. Manchester M27
4HA. England

Drug-induced hepatotoxicity
Ed by RG Cameron, G Feuer, FA de la Iglesia 681 pp Price £247.50 ISBN 3 540 60201 1 Berlin: Springer Verlag 1996
The editors of this splendid volume have invited an international array of contributors to cover its 26 chapters on all aspects of hepatotoxicity due to drugs-adverse effects that mimic acute fulminant hepatitis, chronic active hepatitis, cirrhosis and even malignancy. Turn to one of these chapters for an update on molecular aspects of hepatic drug reactions, in vitro models, Both hooks will undouhtedly achieve new editions, so that each will leapfrog the other effectively in different segments of the Commonwealth in the long-term future. It is true to say that clinicians and pathologists have combined admirably to cover the whole gamut of adverse reactions in a single volume which is authoritative, academic and readable.
D Geraint James
Royal Free Hospital. London NW3 2QG. England
